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Note 


The railway shown on the map is no longer operating 


Crown Copyright Reserved 


The cover illustration shows Hamilton Harbour, 
looking across from the north shore of Paget Parish 


PART I 


Review of 1948 


ADMIRAL Sir Ralph Leatham, K.C.B., continued in office as Governor 
and Commander-in-Chief. 

The tourist trade, on which Bermuda so much depends, continued 
to regain some of its pre-war magnitude ; one of the larger hotels and 
more guest houses were reopened. Visitors continued to arrive from 
the United Kingdom by British South American Airways. Many of 
the American visitors travelled by British Overseas Airways Cor- 
poration, Pan American World Airways and Colonial Aislines from 
New York. 

The supply position was maintained satisfactorily and merchan- 
dise from the United Kingdom was in good supply in the shops. It 
was still necessary, however, to ration sugar, certain fats and, for a 
part of the year, evaporated milk. 

Motor cars and auto-bicycles continued to be purchased in 
considerable numbers and at the end of the year there were 335 
licensed taxis, 1,166 licensed private cars and 2,596 licensed auto- 
bicycles on the roads, together with 598 commercial vehicles. 
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PART II ; 


Chapter 1: Population 


THE estimated civil population of Bermuda at 34st December, 1948;- 
was 36,169, of whom 13,173 were white and 22,996 were coloured, the: 
males numbering 17,697 and the females 18,472. Births exceeded: 
deaths during the year by 609, total living births being 914, of which: 
261 or 28.5 per cent of the total were illegitimate. 

The estimated population in 1947 was 35,560, births exceeding 
deaths by 701, with 23.8 per cent (or 249) of the births being: 
illegitimate, 


Chapter 2: Occupations, Wages and Labour : 
Organisation : 


Bermuda is primarily a base for the Royal Navy and some 500, 
Bermudians were employed in H.M. Dockyard. In 1941 Naval and: 
Air Bases were constructed by and leased to the United States ot 
America for 99 years. These two Bases together were employing: 
about 250 Bermudians at the end of 1948. A company of British. 
Infantry was also stationed in the Islands. 

Apart from these military commitments the Colony derives most 
of its income from United States and Canadian tourists. There are no- 
other industries of any importance. : 

In addition to the occupations listed below, it is estimated that 
there are 1,000 housemaids, the majority coloured, who are employed 
in private houses. Their wages vary from {£3 10s. to £6 weekly, 
according to the number of hours worked and whether or not meals 
are provided. The hotels and guest houses employ an estimated 1,000 
persons in various capacities, while the Bermuda Electric Light 
Company, Ltd., has 348 employees on its staff. 

Before attaining its present position as a high-class tourist resort, 
Bermuda enjoyed a flourishing agricultural export trade with the 
United States and Canada. This, however, gradually diminished 
owing to various factors, including the imposition of tariff barriers in 
the United States, and now all edible agricultural produce is consumed 
locally. The trade in lily bulbs and blooms has, however, retained its 
position very well. 
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OCCUPATIONS, WAGES, LABOUR ORGANISATION 5 


The soaring prices, which affect all classes of the community, are 
due chiefly to increases in the cost of foodstuffs and manufactured 
goods in the United States and Canada, from which countries Ber- 
muda obtains the greater part of its imports. Other factors can be 
attributed to the establishing of the Canadian dollar on parity with 
the American dollar and the abolition of price controls in the United 
States, the latter having a serious effect on the landed cost of goods. 

Although Bermuda is without a Labour Department, there is a 
legally constituted Labour Board with authority to arbitrate in 
labour disputes. In addition, the Board serves as an Employment 
‘Bureau which has proved of inestimable value. 

The Colony has no need of factory legislation in the absence of 
‘industrial undertakings. 


' TABLE OF OCCUPATIONS, WAGES, NUMBERS OF WORKERS 
AND HOURS 


No. of Persons 


Main Wage employed No. of hours 

Occupations Rates (estimate) worked weekly 
Clerks, male . £400-£900 annually 500 34-44 
Shop assistants, 

male - —-. £400-£850 i 450 40-48 
Carpenters . 4s. 6d.-7s. 6d. perhour 250 50-54 
‘Masons — — 4s. 6d.-7s. 6d. ,, ,, 450 50-54 
Farm Labourers 2s.—6s. ay ik 200 50-60 
‘Painters . . 4s. 6d.-7s. 6d. ,, ,, 200 53-54 
‘Waiters . . £16-£25 monthly 200 40-56 
Labourers (Pub- 
- lic Works 
' Dept.) . . 5s. 6d.-7s. 6d. per hour 106 44 


Plumbers . 4s. 6d.-7s. 6d. ,, :,, 200 48-53 


Chapter 3: Public Finance and Taxation 


The following summary shows the Revenue and Expenditure during. 
4948 under the main heads, together with comparative figures for ihe 
three preceding years : : 


REVENUE 


Miscellaneous . 
Departmental . 
. £1,139,154 


Customs . 


£43,970 


EXPENDITURE 


Administration of anes 


£348,846 Agriculture 


£1,531,970 


TOTAL REVENUE 


TOTAL EXPENDITURE 


Airport Board 
Audit. 
Board of Trade 


Colonial Secretary’s Dept. 


Debt, Public 

Defence . 

Education 

Executive 

Gaols 3 

Hospital, King Edward 

VII Memorial F 

Hospital No. 2 (Mental) 


Hospital No. 3 (Isolation) . 


Immigration 

Labour Board 

Legislative 

Library . ; 

Miscellaneous . ° 

Police : 

Post Office. 

Public Health . 

Registration 

Revenue Department 

Superannuation 

Trade Development 
Board . : 

Transport Control Board . 

Transportation, Public 

War Pensions . 

Works Department . 


Extraordinary Expenditure 
Reserve and Special Fund 


Appropriations. 


£19,884 
48,705: 
15,682 
3,097 
36,827 
8,344: 
24,709: 
16,348- 
152,833: 
10,527: 
20,900. 


139,327. 
16,420: 
222,320. 
43,000. 
249,554. 
22,260. 


75,000. 


nCENneN SEC 
TOTAL EXPENDITURE £1,531, 762: 


1947 1946 


£ £ 
1,455,440 1,066,102 
1,362,512 1,021,704 


1945 


£ 
815,657 
836,129 


* 


PUBLIC FINANCE AND TAXATION “7 


PUBLIC DEBT 

"Local loans total £75,000 of which {50,000 is repayable in 1950, 
{5,000 in 1955 and £20,000 in 1957. These are fully covered by 
avestments in the sinking funds. In addition, £800,000 was raised 
lor re-loan to H.M. Government free of interest (£200,000 in 1941 and 
(600,000 in 1943). 
ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 

The surplus at 34st December, 1948, was £158,648 ; the Reserve 
Fund was approximately £352,774. 


MAIN HEADS OF TAXATION AND YIELD 


Customs receipts for the year amounted to {1,139,154 or 74:36 
per cent of the total revenue. Stamp taxes collected by the Revenue 
Department amounted to £30,630. This amount does not represent 
the total collected under the provisions of the Stamp Duties Acts as 
apart of the revenue from this source is shown under postal revenue. 
The sum of £62,143 was received for registration of motors and. 
drivers. Entertainment tax amounted to £15,042. 


SUMMARY OF MAIN FEATURES OF CUSTOMS TARIFF 


Fresh fruit, margarine, canned milk and cream, sugar, tea, rice, 
salted, smoked or pickled fish, agricultural implements, aircraft and 
accessories, box material for the exportation of Bermuda produce, 
fertilisers and insecticides, whether of British or foreign origin, are 
admitted duty free. 

Grain and Animal Feeds, British and foreign, free. 

flour, British : 100 Ibs., 9¢d.; foreign: 100 lb., 9d.; plus 2% per 
cent ad valorem. 4 

Fruits, canned, bottled or frosted, British : 15 per cent ad valorem ; 

- foreign : 15 per cent ad valorem, plus 25 per cent surtax. 

Citrus fruits, British: free; foreign: 5 per cent ad valorem, plus 

| 25 per cent surtax. 

Butter, British : 2d. per pound ; foreign : 34d. per pound. 

Beef and lamb, British: 1d. per lb.; foreign: 4d. per lb., plus 25 

. per cent surtax. 

Pork, fresh, British : 20 per cent ad valorem; foreign 20 per cent, 
plus 25 per cent surtax. 

‘Bacon and hams, British: 5 per cent; foreign: 5 per cent plus 

: 4d. per Ib. 

Meats, canned or bottled, British : 5 per cent ad valorem; foreign 

+ 5 per cent ad valorem, plus 25 per cent surtax. 

Pickled meats in bulk, British: 5 per cent ad valorem; foreign : 

\. 6 per cent ad valorem. 

‘Fish, canned, British: 10 per cent ad valorem; foreign: 11 per 
cent ad valorem. 
Whisky, British : 72s. per proof gallon; foreign: 72s. per proof 

gallon, plus 24 per cent surtax. : 
Rum, British: 36s. per proof gallon; foreign: 36s. per proof 
gallon, plus 24 per cent surtax. 
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Gin, British: 45s. per proof gallon ; foreign 45s. per proof gallon, 
plus 24 per cent surtax. ; 

Beer, bottled, British : 8s. per dozen quarts ; foreign, 8s. per dozen. 
quarts, plus 24 per cent surtax. 

Cordials, British: 85s. per proof gallon; foreign, 85s. per proof r 
gallon, plus 24 per cent surtax. 

Wine, British: 60 percent ad valorem : foreign: 60 per cent aa. 
valorem, plus 24 per cent surtax. - 4 

Cigarettes, British : 3s. per lb. 10 per cent ad valorem, 224 per cent: 
surtax and 16s. 3d. per 1,000; foreign: 3s. per lb. 10 per cent ad. 
valorem, 25 per cent surtax and 16s. 3d. per 1,000. 

Cigars, British: {4 per 1,000, 10 per cent ad valorem, 224 per cent: 
surtax; foreign: £1 per 1,000, 10 per cent ad valorem, 25 Pe 
cent surtax. 

Tobacco, British: 4s. 6d. per lb., 10 per cent ad valorem, 22} ~ 
cent surtax; foreign: 1s. 6d. per lb., 10 per cent ad valorem, - 
25 per cent surtax. : 

Cinematograph films, British, 1s. per 100 feet ; foreign: 3s. per 100. 
feet plus 25 per cent surtax. ; : 

Electrical appliances, British : 410 per cent ad valorem; foreign: 
20 per cent ad valorem. . 

Furniture, British: 15 per cent ad valorem; foreign, 25 per cent 
ad valorem. : 

Gasolene, British : 1s. per Imperial gallon ; foreign : 1s. per Imperial.- 
gallon, plus 25 per cent surtax. j 

Motor vehicles and parts, including tyres, British : 10 per cent ad 

. valorem; foreign: 30 per cent ad valorem. 3 

Hardware, British : 123 per cent ad valorem; foreign : 20 per cent 
ad valorem. 

Hardware, building construction, British: 5 per cent ad valorem; 
foreign : 124 per cent ad valorem. 

Lumber, British: 5 per cent ad valorem; foreign: 6 per cent ad 
valorem. 

Lumber, millwork, British: 5 per cent ad valorem; foreign: 7} 
per cent ad valorem. 

All other goods not enumerated in the Customs Tariff, British : 45 
per cent ad valorem ; foreign: 17} per cent ad valorem. 


- OTHER TAXES 
A stamp tax of 12s. 6d. is collected in respect of each passenger 
departing from the Colony by ship or plane. Cheques are subject to 
a tax of one penny each. Receipts issued for £1 or upwards have to 
carry a penny stamp. 
Bermuda has no poll or income tax, nor is any tax levied against 
the estates of deceased persons. 


Chapter 4: Currency and Banking 


The value of Bermuda currency notes in circulation on 31st December, 


_ 1948, was £912,096. The note issue is covered by investments in the 


Note Security Fund, the value of which on 31st August, 1948, was 


_ £874,399. 


United Kingdom bank notes are not legal tender in Bermuda due 
to the continued operation of currency and exchange control regula- 


- tions which were instituted during the war. The coinage is sterling, 


although American notes and coins are in widespread use, being 


- brought into Bermuda by tourists. 


~~ oF 


Two local banks operate in the Colony—the Bank of Bermuda 
Ltd., with its head office in Hamilton, and branches in St. George’s 
and Somerset, and the Bank of N. T. Butterfield & Son Ltd., with 
headquarters in Hamilton and one branch in St. George’s. 

The Bank of Bermuda was established in 1889 and incorporated 
in 1890. For many years it has been the sole depository in Bermuda 
of the Imperial Government, in addition to which it provides a wide 
range of banking and trust facilities. 

The Bank of Butterfield was incorporated in 1904, but has 
existed as a banking house since 1858. It offers a complete banking 
service and is a qualified depository of the United States Treasury. 


Chapter 5: Commerce 


The total value of imports during 1948 amounted to {7,121,039 


compared with £6,004,840 during 1947. Goods to the value of 


£955,163 were exported during 1948 against £780,467 in 1947. 


Imports from the United Kingdom, the Dominion of Canada, the 
United States of America and other countries amounted to : 


1948 
; ; £ £ 
United Kingdom . . 1,164,514 1,792,833 
Dominion of Canada . 1,168,064 1,011,995 
United States of America 3,321,072 3,375,453 
Other countries. 354,190 940,758 


The values of the ten leading imports are enumerated below, with © 
comparative figures for the preceding year : 


1947 1948 
: £ £ 
Motor vehicles ; : 310,884 157,635 
Electrical supplies : 239,208 789,033 
Cotton clothing . . 210,988 150,560 
Furniture. : : 146,294 - 164,602 
- Beef, fresh . : d 141,832 134,077 
Engines and parts : 136,396 84,822 
Hardware. j ‘ 132,018 127,784 
Paints and oils. ‘ 117,886 58,144 
Lumber R ‘ : 103,524 122,883 
Boots and shoes . , 113,600 107,342 


Chapter 6: Production 


Bermuda grows a variety of vegetables, the majority being for local 
consumption and the following table shows the main crops, yield, 
etc. : 

Area Average yield 





- Type under crop per acre Total yield Farm 

. in acres tn Ib. in lb. value 

Beans .. . i An8 45 4,000 180,000 shoo 
Beets : : 3 : 30 42,000 . 360,000 6,000 
Broccoli : ; : 15 3,000 45,000 2,800 
Cabbage . j z : 40 12,000 480,000 10,000 
Carrots . ‘ ; : 45 12,000 540,000 . 9,000 
Onions . . : . 415 10,000 150,000 3,500 
Potatoes, Irish , . 275 8,000 2,200,000 37,500 
Potatoes, Sweet 3 é 20 8,000 460,000 2,333 
Tomatoes : : : 30 10,000 300,000 10,000 
Miscellaneous . ‘ . 30 8,000 240,000 6,000 
Bananas... : : 80 8,000 640,000 16,000 
TOTALS . 625 5,295,000 £112,133 





Agricultural production is maintained by small farmers who 
employ imported Portuguese labour. Holdings, on the whole, are 
small, the majority being of less than 10 acres in extent. The yield is 
good, chiefly due to Bermuda’s evenly distributed rainfall, abundant 
sunshine and complete absence of frost. 

At one time citrus fruits were extensively grown, being introduced 
from the Bahamas in 1816. Production was seriously affected between 
1855 and 1870 through the introduction of certain scale insects which 
rapidly spread throughout the Colony. The newly-formed Citrus 
Growers’ Association, however, fully alive to the possibilities of 
re-establishing this important industry, is making headway and the 
future appears bright. During 1948, 50 acres planted with 7,000 trees 
yielded 21,000 dozen fruit valued at £4,200. 

It is interesting to recall that the first bunch of bananas seen in 
England came from Bermuda, being exhibited in London in April, 
1633. 

The damage to farm crops as a result of the hurricane which 
swept the Island on 7th October, 1948, was estimated at £30,000. 

Lily bulbs and blooms are Bermuda’s chief export, and there is a 
steady.demand in the United States. During the year under review 
224,200 bulbs were exported, together with 16,000 flower stems and 
48,000,000 flower buds to a total value of £25,000. 


LIVESTOCK 


Local meat production is quite inadequate to meet the local 
demand, necessitating the importation of supplies from the United 
States. Beef and veal totalling 142,900 lb. was produced and sold 
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: during the past year. The total hog population was 2,854 and 456,000 
> Ib. of pork were sold. The 1,100 cows produced 590,000 gallons of 


milk. No accurate estimate of the goat-milk yield is available, but 


the total goat population was 200. 


The total egg production is estimated at 4,680,000 from 39,000 


« head of laying poultry. The value of the eggs was £97,500. 


Of the 500 horses, 250 are employed wholly or part time for 


' agricultural work, 50 are race horses and the remainder are carriage 
‘ horses. 


FORESTRY AND MINING 


The Colony is without a Forestry Department as there are no 
forest lands; nor are there any mines. 


FISHERIES 


Fish is a food vitally important to the health of the community 
and about 80 men are employed on a full-time basis in this industry. 
The estimated catch during the year was 870,000 Ib., representing a 
value of approximately £62,250. The value of lobsters (Palinurus 
argus), a most popular food and in great demand locally, is estimated 
at £7,875 from a catch numbering 35,000. 

It should be noted that there was an increase in the total catch of 
the spiny lobster over that of the year 1947. Also, the average price 
received by the fishermen for both fish and lobsters showed an 
increase. Indications are that the lobster catch for 1949 will be 
further increased. 

The number of persons employed full-time in the fishing industry 
remained about the same, though there was some change in indivi- 
duals. Some increase in the catch of Tuna and Wahoo resulted from 
the re-development of the game-fishing trade, but as little of this 
catch is sold it has no bearing on the economic value of the industry 


. at present. 


The catch of turtle is so small as to be of no commercial value to 
the Colony. Twenty turtles was about the year’s catch. 

The fish are sold direct from the boats at the docks, by peddling 
or to the shops and hotels. Future plans for the sale of fish include 
the building of a market with adequate cold-storage facilities. 


Chapter 7: Social Services 


EDUCATION 
The general administration of education in Bermuda is vested in a 
Board of Education, consisting of a chairman and nine members, 
who are appointed by the Governor. The Director of Education is 
described in the Schools Act as the Official Adviser of the Board, and 
attends all meetings of the Board. 

There are at present no Government schools, the system in theory 
being one of private schools aided by Government grants, although 
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the tendency has been in‘recent years for all aided schools to depend 


more and more on Government assistance for improvements in . 


buildings, salaries and equipment. 

So far as school management is concerned, there are two main 
types of school, known respectively as ‘‘ vested ’’ and “‘ non-vested.” 
In the vested schools, the management is vested in local committees 
or governing bodies, to whom the Board of Education makes annual 
grants under certain conditions. The appointments of teachers are 


made by the school committees, but these appointments and the | 


salaries paid are subject to the approval of the Board. In the case of 
the non-vested schools, there is no committee between the head 
teacher and the Board of Education. The appointment of teachers 
rests with the Board, and salaries or grants are paid on scales drawn 
up by the Board. 

There were, at the end of the year 1948, 27 aided schools, of which 
14 were vested and 16 were non-vested schools. At six of the vested 
schools secondary education is provided, and candidates are prepared 
for the School Certificate Examination and a few for the Higher 
School Certificate Examination. Five of these six schools provide 
primary as well as secondary education. 

The following new institutions, for which the Board of Education 
is directly or indirectly responsible, were opened in 1948 : 


(4) The Bermuda Art School, which is under the management of 
the Bermuda Art Association, to whom a grant of £1,200 was 
made by the Board of Education in 1948. The School has an 
enrolment of about 80 students in its various classes. 

(2) The Girls Institute of Arts and Crafts. In this institution, 
which has an enrolment of 90 girls, instruction is given chiefly 
in dressmaking and millinery. Provision is also made for the 
pupils to continue their general education in certain subjects. 

(3) School for the Deaf. This school is in the charge of a qualified 
teacher from England and isattended at present by six children. 


There is no university or teachers’ training college in Bermuda, 
but one Rhodes Scholarship is allotted to Bermuda every year, and 
four scholarships (two for boys and two for girls) tenable at educa- 
tional institutions abroad are offered annually by the Bermuda 
Government. Since 1931, Teachers’ Training Scholarships tenable at 
training institutions abroad have been provided by the Board of 
Education. Eight of these scholarships were awarded in 1948. Local 
summer courses for teachers are also provided, and during the past 
four years arrangements have been made for twelve teachers to take 
summer courses in Canada, with the aid of special grants from the 
Board of Education. 

The Nonsuch Training School, an institution supervised and 
_ maintained by the Board of Education for delinquent boys, was 
moved to a new site during the year. Approximately £21,000 has 
been spent in all (about £10,000 in 1948) on quarters for the staff and 
boys. There are some 40 boys at the school. 
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Work on the erection of a new elementary school was started, but 


' had not been completed by the end of the year. A number of minor 
' improvements were made in the case of other school buildings. 


Attendance at school is compulsory for all children over seven 


and under 13 years of age, and it is intended to raise the school leaving 


age to 14 years as soon as sufficient accommodation has been provided. 


’ The average enrolment of pupils in the aided schools in 1948 was 


5,494, and the average attendance was 86-5 per cent of the average 
enrolment. In addition to the pupils attending the aided schools, 
_ there were 1,251 pupils enrolled in private schools, of whom 562 were 
attending one school. 


The total expenditure on education, including the expenditure on 


' school buildings, was £191,739 14s. 2d. 


While figures to show the exact position are not available, it is 
believed that there are comparatively few totally illiterate persons 
in the Colony to-day. So far as adult education is concerned, evening 
classes for commercial training are provided in one of the aided 


' schools and in one or two private institutions, and there are also 


handicraft classes for adults at one of the manual training centres. 
Attempts have also been made to provide evening classes for general 


_ education, but these have; so far, not been very well attended. 


In addition to the 27 aided schools referred to above, there are 
four manual training centres and a domestic science school, which, in 


: addition to its main centre in Hamilton, has three branches in other 
. districts of the Colony. These centres for manual and domestic 


training are maintained by the Board of Education. New premises 
were purchased during the year (at a cost of £5,000) for one of the 
domestic science centres. 


HEALTH 
The general health during 1948 was excellent. There was an. 


epidemic of mumps with 190 cases. There were four cases of typhoid 


fever, one of these was contracted outside the Island, and one was in 
an infant and without bacteriological confirmation ; the remaining 
two were dissociated from these two, but associated with each 
other. One of these died. Two thousand one hundred earth privies 
remain, and the eradication of typhoid is largely dependent upon 
their clearance. 

Seven cases of tuberculosis were reported during the year and two 
died. The number of known active cases is now 28, of whom four are 
bone infections. 

The total mortality of the resident population was 297, or 8-18 
per 1,000 of population. In this the white was 8-42, and reflects the 
substantial longevity already attained by the women and also some 
immigrant pensioners. The coloured mortality was 8-04, which is the 
lowest on record here and perhaps in any community. The infantile 
mortality was 26-2 white per 1,000 living births and 35-5 coloured, 
making a total of 32-8. The birth rate was 20-1 white and 28-4 
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coloured with a total of 25-2. The increase of population was 158 . 


white and 462 coloured. 


None of the deaths was attributable to occupation. Cancer , 


claimed 32 victims. 


The front half of Hamilton is sewered and so is the town of St. | 
George. The remainder of Hamilton and the populous district to the © 


north-east of it are in need of a sewerage system. 
The sanitary staff comprises a chief inspector and 12 inspectors. 


Airplanes are disinfected. In 2,845 of them 27 mosquitoes and five : 


Japanese beetles were among the catch. 
For the seventh successive year an active mosquito campaign 


was waged at a cost of £6,200 with gratifying results. Moving pictures ‘ 


on mosquito control were shown to the 6,000 school children. 


School hygiene was actively supervised by one medical practi- 
tioner with three nurses. Sub-nutrition was found in 15:5 per cent . 


of the children against 18 per cent in the previous year. 


An investigation of mental retardation was made among 2,500 : 


children, and it was found to a degree needing special education in | 


8 per cent. 


Eye defects were found in 14 per cent of the children who were : 


sent to the optician or the ophthalmologist. 


The School Dentist resigned to take a post-graduate course and : 
that service has had to be suspended pending a revision of the law on © 


dental registration. 


Five hundred vaccinations against smallpox were camel out. : 
One hundred and fifty were immunised against diphtheria, tetanus _ 


and whooping cough. An active educational programme was carried . 


on by radio, pamphlets, periodical newspaper advertisements, meet- . 


ings and home visits. 


Restaurants, bakeries, food stores, abattoirs and their respective : 


personnel were systematically examined. 


The King Edward VII Memorial Hospital, which has 100 beds, ; 
received a grant in aid of £56,000 from the Government. The . 
Bermuda Nursing Home received a grant of £6,700. The expen- . 


diture of the Mental Hospital was £18,000. 


HOUSING 


The Colony is fortunate in not having any Jarge slum areas. Most ‘ 
of the houses are substantially built of local stone, each having a - 


tank. 


Very few houses situated in what might be termed the “ poorer ; 
section’ have less than four rooms, and although over-crowding | 
- exists, it probably does not exceed about 400 cases and is mitigated © 


by the equable climate. 


Since January, 1946, private enterprise has surmounted extra- : 


ordinary costs and obstacles to erect 642 buildings’ or apartments, 
start 43 others and remodel or add to 80. Two hundred and ninety- . 
one of these buildings are for the owner to occupy, 119 are for local ~ 
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: workmen, 53 for speculation and 97 for visitors. The buildings : are of 
_ stone construction except eight, which are of wood. 


bat 


It is anticipated that in the near future local building operations 
will be controlled when rules covering land development have been 


; implemented. 


SOCIAL WELFARE 


During 1948 and in preceding years some progress was made in 
this field although activities for the promotion of community life 
were not undertaken. 

- Relief of the destitute and disabled is undertaken by three bodies 


* (i) the Parish Vestries, (ii) the Lady Cubitt Compassionate Associa- 


tion, and (iii) the Committee administering the Packwood Home. 
The Parish Vestries are responsible under the Poor Relief Act, 


' 1930, for the relief of destitution and the care of orphans and the 


needy sick. Cases of destitution are investigated by the Parish 
Overseers of the Poor, and out-relief is given either in weekly cash 


' allowances or groceries. Four of the nine parishes administer poor- 


houses for the care of destitute, disabled and homeless persons. 
Orphans who become the responsibility of the Parish Vestries are 
boarded out with foster-parents or placed in the children’s home, 


' fees being paid by the Vestries. 


The Lady Cubitt Compassionate Association works on the lines 
of a family welfare agency and co-operates with the Parish Vestries, 
Churches, Salvation Army, hospitals and other organisations in the 


' relief of distress. Assistance is given in the form of regular or tem- 


porary cash allowances, grocery orders, or rent allowances, help with 


' the school fees, dentist’s bills, clothes, spectacles, etc., and the provi- 


sion of loans and bonds needed by persons proceeding to the United 
States for medical treatment. All cases are investigated by voluntary 
workers. 

The Packwood Home is a small home for old persons and is 


' administered by a committee and supported by voluntary sub- 
’ scriptions. 


Under the Provisions of the Special Courts Act, 1944, delinquents 
under the age of,sixteen years are dealt with by Special Courts for 
which a panel of lay persons is appointed. The Police Magistrate for 
the District is the permanent Chairman of the Special Court and sits 


' with two members of the panel, one of whom must be a woman. 


* The public is not admitted when a Special Court is in session and the 


press does not report any names or give information which is likely 
to lead to the identification of an offender. When possible, reports 
dealing with the offender’s home and school are obtained before the 


' Court hearing and, on a finding of guilt, are presented to the panel 


by the Probation Officer. The Children’s Officer also attended all 


' sittings of the Special Courts. 


Information on the training schools for delinquent girls and boys 
will be found in Part II, Chapter 9. 
Three homes are administered for children of poor parents. 
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The Ridgeway Home is for white children between the ages of 
three and 13 years. It has accommodation for 24. The staff 


consists of a man and wife as superintendent and matron, together ‘ 


with domestic help. The children of school age attend a local school. 
A Government grant of {500 per annum is made to the Home. 
The Sunshine League Home for coloured children between the 
ages of one and eight years is administered by the Sunshine League, a 
coloured charitable organisation. The League is in receipt of a 
Government grant of £600. per annum. This Home also has 
accommodation for 24 children. 
During 1947 a property which has been named The Haven was 
acquired as a home for coloured children over eight years of age. 
In youth work the Colony has branches of the following organisa- 
tions : Boy Scouts, Girl Guides, Cadet Corps and Cadets of the St. 
John Ambulance Brigade. 
Small recreational clubs for children and young people are 
organised by many of the Churches, by some adult clubs in the form 
of junior branches, by schools and by individual persons. 


Chapter 8: Legislation 


During the year under review a considerable amount of legislation 
was enacted, amongst the more important of which may be men- 
tioned the following Acts : 

No. 1. The Pensions Act, 1938, Amendment Act, 1949. 

No. 2. The Pensions and Gratuities (War Service) (Special 

Entitlements) Act, 1948. | 

No. 14. The Criminal Procedure Amendment Act, 1948. 

No. 20. The Tenants of Dwelling Houses (Protection) Act, 1948. 

No. 25. The Magistrates Act, 1948. 

No. 76. The Alien Act, 1926, Amendment Act, 1948. 


, 


Chapter 9: Justice, Police and Prisons 


JUSTICE 

Under the provisions of the Supreme Court Act, 1905, and amend- 
: ments a Superior Court was formed embracing the Court of General 
Assize, Chancery, Exchequer, Probate, Divorce, Ordinary and 
Bankruptcy under the title of the Supreme Court of Bermuda. The 
Supreme Court also deals with all types of criminal and civil appeal 
although persons, if aggrieved by a Supreme Court judgment, may 
finally appeal to the Privy Council. 
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OLD MAID’S LANE: ST. GEORGE 
The town of St. George dates back to the founding of the, Colony in 1609 





ts 





BAIT HAULING 





INTERNATIONAL “‘ONE-DESIGNS” RACING IN 
HAMILTON HARBOUR 








AQUAPLANE RIDING 





THE QUEEN OF BERMUDA 


ty 


4 Bee 
A BERMUDA LILY FIELD AT EASTERTIME 











A BACK STREET IN HAMILTON 


JUSTICE, POLICE AND PRISONS 47 


Three general Assizes are held annually, Hilary, Trinity and 
Michaelmas, in February, June and November respectively. The 
main type of cases dealt with are burglary, shop-breaking, theft and 
serious assaults. 

The Colony has two Police Magistrates, both of whom are 
barristers. They exercise jurisdiction in criminal, civil, and other 
cases conferred upon them by law. In indictable charges a Magistrate 
conducts the examination of witnesses and either commits an accused 
person for trial in the Supreme Court or, if a prima facie case has not 
been made out by the prosecution, dismisses the charge. In civil 
actions, the Magistrates are empowered to determine cases for the 
recovery of debts not exceeding £100 in value. 


POLICE 


The Police Force is composed of a Commissioner, Deputy Com- 
missioner, two Superintendents, one Assistant Superintendent, one 
Chief Inspector, four Inspectors, one Detective Inspector, seven 
Sergeants, two Detective Sergeants, three Detective Constables and 
88 Constables. In addition, there is a Criminal Investigation Depart- 
ment of one {st class, two 2nd class and three 3rd class detectives ; 
these rank with an inspector, sergeant and 1st class constables 
respectively. 

Up to the rank of sergeant, the uniformed persennel are of both 
the white and coloured race, salaries being on the same scale. 

There are three police districts—Eastern, Western and Central ; 
headquarters are located in the Central District. The Eastern 
District is in charge of the Chief Inspector, while the Western District 
is under an Inspector, and a Superintendent supervises both. 

The Criminal Investigation Department is housed at headquarters 
in Hamilton and has photographic and finger-print departments. 

With the inauguration of motor transportation in the Colony it 
became necessary to make the Police Department mobile and it now 
has three jeeps, a truck and two police cars. It is hoped to institute 
a two-way radio communication between all motor vehicles and the 
Police Stations in the near future. 

No special training is given to recruits, their duties and general 
principles of law enforcement are taught by the officers and sergeants. 
Most of the recruits have had military training prior to joining the 
Force. 

The formation of a Bureau of Criminal Investigation in 1924 and 
its extension in 1943, together with a gradual increase in the number 
and efficiency of its members, has done much towards the suppression 
of crime. ; 

Breaking into shops and houses by juveniles is on the 
increase. 
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The incidence of criminal offences is given in the following tables : . 
Offences against Offences against Other offences 


Year property the Wis (treated summarily) | 
1939... 460 119 985 
1940... 462 126 1,033 
1944... 499 123 1,863 
1942... 526 185 3,300 
1943... 444 172 1,445 
1944... 424 165 1,115 
1945... 447 135 1,172 
1946... 480 126 ; 1,274 
1947... 540 104 1,548 
1948 . 544 102 2,332 


. The ee increase in summary offences during the years 1941 
and 1942 was due to the influx of workers engaged in building the : 
American bases. : 

Various local societies, founded with the object of promoting - 
social, moral and spiritual guidance, appear to have been the Colony’s 
earliest steps in the prevention of crime. The societies and the- 
institutions they maintain have done much, through their activities, - 
to alleviate distress and prevent its corollary,- the acquisition of - 
criminal tendencies. 

A Reform School, operated on naval lines, was founded in 1934. 
Now, under the supervision of the Department of Education, it 
houses and trains juvenile delinquents who are sent there by the: 
Courts until they attain the age of sixteen years. Elementary educa- - 
tion is given and the boys are taught a trade. Most of the boys, on - 
discharge, have completely reformed and grow up as useful and law- - 
abiding citizens. 2 

A Remand Home for Girls was founded in 1937 and serves a 
similar purpose as the Reform School for Boys. Both suffer from a - 
shortage of accommodation. The Home for Girls is operated by the .. 
Salvation Army, to whom the Government makes an annual grant - 
varying with the number of inmates. 7 

Bermuda has no Borstal system, the need for which has often - 
drawn comments from Judges in the Supreme Court. 3 

As offences among juveniles has increased, the attention of the : 
legislature was drawn to the need for an institution where offenders . 
between the ages of 16 and 21 years may be confined and taught . 
useful trades rather than be sent to the gaol for adults. , 


PRISONS 
The Colony has two prisons, one in Hamilton with 41 cells for , 
males and four for females, and the other in St. George’s with 38 ° 
cells for males only. ‘ 
By the Prisons (Administration) Act, 1948, the responsibility to = 
Government for the administration of. His Majesty’s Prisons was P 
taken out of the hands of the Commissioner of Police and assumed | 
by a Warden of Prisons appointed on 6th September, 1948. 
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All prisoners serving a sentence of hard labour or performing 
special tasks are credited with a gratuity not exceeding 9d. per day, 
* but on discharge the maximum which may be paid to any prisoner 
is £5, except for prisoners who are serving a term exceeding two 
years, when the gratuity payable may not exceed £10. The amount 
of gratuity varies according to the conduct and industry of the prisoner. 

Religious services are held every Sunday in the prisons and are 
conducted either by the Chaplain or a Minister of one of the other 
denominations. 

A mark system is in force by which prisoners serving terms of 
imprisonment exceeding six months under sentence of the Supreme 
Court may, by special industry and good conduct, be released on 
licence for a period of their sentence not exceeding one-quarter in the 

case of males and one-third in the case of females. 

. Any breach of the conditions of a licence is a summary offence 
. and a prisoner convicted of such breach is remanded to gaol to await 
the decision of the Governor in Council as to whether his licence shall 
: or shall not be revoked or the terms altered. 

| At the expiration of the third year of a sentence exceeding that 
: time, the Chief Executive Officer submits a report to the Governor 
. on the prisoner’s conduct which enables a periodic review of the 
circumstances to be made. 


Chapter 10: Public Utilities 


: The Bermuda Electric Light, Power & Traction Co., Ltd., 
. incorporated in 1904 with a monopoly for 25 years, is the only 
company of this nature in the Colony. Since its formation, the power 
: lines have been gradually extended and the Company now supplies 
current to all parts of Bermuda. 
During the second World War and following the establishment 
- of the United States Bases, the Company’s output was strained to 
. meet the heavy demands imposed, but supplies were maintained to 
. consumers without disruption. 
The power house, constructed to harmonise with the local archi- 
. tecture, contains seven main diesel-driven generators, six of which 
are English and one of American manufacture. The plant capacity 
: is 12,500 KVA or approximately 10,000 KW at 80 per cent power. 
: Diesel oil is used exclusively, being pumped direct from Hamilton 
: docks to the plant. Current is generated at 2,300 volts, 60 cycles and 
_ an order has been placed with the English Electric Company Ltd. for 
another generating set with a capacity of 2,000 KW. 
The Company’s staff number 348 and it is the largest private 
employer of labour in the Colony. 

Bermuda has always been dependent on rain water which is 
stored in tanks, but in times of drought, which are not of frequent 
- occurrence, the stored water falls short of essential requirements, and 
- a supplementary source to be used for washing and other domestic 
' purposes was considered desirable. 
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In 1932 a private company, the Watlington Waterworks Ltd., 
was promoted with the object of providing a constant supply of water . 
to the thickly populated areas. Water is drawn laterally from a hill- - 
side situated about two miles from Hamilton. Rain falling on the hill : 
is absorbed into the ground and continues its downward course until - 
it meets some obstacle. In a porous hill of comparatively uniform - 
composition, such an obstacle is provided by the sea-water which . 
permeates the base of the hill. In these circumstances the percolating -- 
rain water mixes to only a very limited extent with the heavier sea- - 
water and a cushion of fresh water forms and lies upon the sea-water. : 
The water in the hill, debarred from escape downwards, finds its escape - 
laterally, and thus provides a fresh water’ supply. : 

After receiving chemical treatment and being filtered, the water © 
is stored and run into pipes to the consumers. Although conforming : 
to the highest bacteriological standard, the water is seldom used for - 
drinking purposes owing to its saline taste, but it fulfils a much- - 
needed want in the domestic field. : 

The Bermuda Telephone Company Limited, incorporated i in 1886, - 
commenced its service the following year. An automatic dialling - 
system was inaugurated in 1931. The 3,270 subscribers, who pay a - 
yearly rental, are entitled to make an unlimited number of local calls; . 
’ a twenty-four hour service is maintained. There are facilities for - 
telephonic communication with most countries of the world from any . 
telephone in Bermuda. 

Bermuda Broadcasting Company, Limited, operates a Radio - 
Station in Pembroke Parish, the call letters of which are Z.B.M. It is : 
a station of 250-watts output with an operating wave-length of 1,240 ° 
kilocycles. The hours of broadcasting are 6.00 a.m. to midnight from . 
Monday to Saturday and 8.30 a.m. to 441.0 p.m. on Sunday. There . 
are 189 sponsored programmes per week and 5 newscasts daily of . 
which one is B.B.C. news. : 

There are approximately 14,000 radio receiving sets in the . 
Colony. ; 


Chapter 11: Communications 


During 1948, 411 vessels of 1,437,803 tons entered the ports of 
_ Hamilton and St. George as compared with 436 vessels of 1,419,697 
tons during 1947. Of those entering during the year under review, 
127 were American, 191 British, 7 Dutch, 7 French, 6 Greek, 46 
Honduran, 412 Italian, 9 Norwegian, 20 Panamanian, 3 Portuguese, 
2 Swedish, 2 Spanish ‘and 2 Liberian, the others being of Argentine, 
Danish, Eire, Finnish, Mexican and Costa Rican registration. In all, 
’ 47,599 passengers arrived in the Colony by sea, with 12,566 in transit. 

As stated in the Report for 1947, page 19, the Bermuda Govern- 
ment abandoned the railway late in 1947. The line, 25 miles in 
length, ran from Sandy’s Parish at the western end of the Colony to 
St. George at the eastern extremity, passing through Hamilton en 
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‘route. There was no branch line, it being a single track throughout 
- the journey except at a number of places where trains passed. 

' In consequence of the abandonment of the railway, the omnibus 
‘services were greatly increased. 
- The Colony has a total of 109 miles of roads, of which 80 miles are 
all-weather and suitable for vehicular traffic, the introduction of 
- which necessitated the conversion of the water-bound macadam to a 
-more suitable and longer wearing surface. 
' Following: the enactment of legislation permitting the use of 
‘motor vehicles, 1,166 private cars, 335 taxis and 598 commercial 

vehicles were in use at the end of 1948, together with 16,348 bicycles, 
- still a favourite form of transportation. 
-. Airways played a considerable part’in Bermuda’s communication 
- system, 34,340 passengers landing in 1948 as against 28,137 in the 
- previous year. 

The Constellations and Douglas C.54’s of Pan American World 
‘ Airways and Colonial Airlines, together with British Overseas Airways 
‘Corporation, operate a daily service between New York and Bermuda 
and land at Kindley Field aerodrome. British South American Air-- 
-ways, using Tudors and Lancasters,. made weekly flights from the 
United Kingdom to South America, stops being made at Bermuda in 
‘each direction. 
_ The Overseas Telegraph and Telephone Communication system 
- was operated by Cable & Wireless (West Indies) Ltd., a subsidiary of 
“Cable & Wireless, Limited, London. 
With the head office situated in Hamilton, Bermuda has a total of 

“14 post offices, money order business being transacted in four of them. 
‘Bags received in 1948 numbered 18,883, while 5,036,440 postal 

packets were despatched and 2,660,284 received as compared with 

4,509,370 and 2,368,399, respectively, in 1947. The number of parcels 
- despatched was 25,103. Those received numbered 57,015 as against 

49,166 in 1947. 


PART III 


Chapter 1: Geography and Climate 


Tue Bermudas or Somers Islands are a singular agglomeration of 
small islands, numbering about 300, submarine sandhills and coral 
reefs, forming together an irregular oval ring measuring about 22 
miles in length. Situated in latitude 32° 15’ N., and longitude 64° 
51’ W., the islands comprise an area of about 24 square miles. 

The largest island is about 14 miles in length, with an average 
width of about 1 mile, on the highest point of which is erected a 
lighthouse 240 feet above sea-level. The city of Hamilton is situated . 
about the centre of the largest or main island, where a deep inlet 
running up for two or three miles into the land forms a safe and : 
convenient harbour. | 

Next in importance is St. George’s Island on which stands the ; 
town of St. George, so named after Admiral Sir George Somers. This 
town was formerly the capital of the Colony, and although shorn of . 
much of its importance by the transfer of the seat of Government to _ 
Hamilton in 1845, is still a town of considerable trade, its harbour . 
being extensively used by vessels calling for bunkers. , 

Ireland Island at the Western end of the Colony contains H. M. : 
Dockyard and a number of other naval establishments. | 

The larger islands form a continuous chain and there is uninter- 
rupted communication by roads, bridges and causeways. 

Early in 1941 negotiations were completed between His Majesty's | 
Government and the Government of the United States of America for . 
a 99 years’ lease of certain lands in Bermuda. St. David's Island at.. 
the Eastern end of the Colony was partially taken over by the. 
American authorities under the terms of the lease and after a con- . 
siderable area of water had been filled in, a large and up-to-date | 
airport was constructed, together with military establishments. Two | 
small islands were joined to a portion of the Western end of the main , 
island and now form the United States Naval Operating Base. 

The nearest point of the neighbouring American continent is Cape . 
Hatteras in North Carolina, 580 miles to the Westward. The distance : 
from Liverpool is about 2,900 miles, while Halifax in Nova Scotia and .. 
New York are 730 and 677 miles respectively, the nearest West Indian . 
Island being about 800 miles away. : 

The climate of Bermuda has long been famed for its mildness and ° 
salubrity, comparing favourably with the Riviera, and without” 
sudden extremes in temperature. : 
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Average maximum temperatures during the four seasons of the 
year are: Spring 67°, Summer 79°, Autumn 73° and Winter 63°. 
During the summer it will occasionally reach 90° and drop to 45° 
during the winter, but these extremes are most rare. 

The heat of summer is invariably tempered by a sea breeze while 
winter visitors coming by air from the United States and Canada 
leave a land in the grip of ice and snow and disembark a few hours 
later in Bermuda in brilliant sunshine and with flowers in bloom. 


Chapter 2: History 


The exact date of Bermuda’s discovery is undertermined, but there 
is every reason to believe that the islands were known prior to 1510, 
as “ La Bermuda ’”’ is marked in approximately the correct position 
on a map contained in the first edition of Peter Martyr’s Legatio 
Babylonica which was printed in 15114. 

According to the Spanish navigator and historian, Ferdinand 
d’Oveido, who visited the islands in 1515, they were discovered by 
Juan de Bermudez, after whom they were named. It is not known 
whether Bermudez made a landing, but in any case he took no. steps 
to form a settlement and the islands remained uninhabited. 

In 1527 Fernando Camelo obtained a grant of the Bermuda 

‘Islands from Philip II of Spain. It is supposed that Camelo visited 
-the islands in 1543 as there is a monogram with a cross and the 
figures “‘ 1543 ”” inscribed on a rock about 70 feet above sea-level on 
‘the South shore. If the inscription can be attributed to Camelo, he 
‘did not remain for long and a gap remains in the history of the 
Colony until 1609. 
' In that year, a flotilla of nine vessels under Admiral Sir George 
Somers in his Flagship The Sea Venture sailed from Plymouth with 
the object of taking a party of colonists to the new plantations in 
Virginia. During the voyage a storm arose, the vessels became 
‘scattered and The Sea Venture, which was also carrying Sir Thomas 
Oates, the Deputy Governor of Virginia, sprang a leak. Bailing 
‘continued day and night and on the fourth day, 28th July, land was 
seen and proclaimed by the navigators as Bermuda. Although the 
islands were marked on the charts, no infermation was given about 
the numerous sunken reefs and the vessel struck on waat is still 
known to this day as the Sea Venture Flat. 

Without further mishap the crew and colonists were brought 
ashore, together with the remaining provisions, and shortly after 
their arrival, a long-boat was built from the cedars which were found 
growing so prolifically. In this boat one officer and six men set sail 
‘for Virginia but nothing was heard of them again. During the next 
‘few months two other larger vessels were constructed and sailed on 
{0th May, 1640, for the new Colony of. Virginia. Fourteen days later 
- Jamestown was reached, but the mariners found the settlement in 
‘the grip of famine. 
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Admiral Somers gave a glowing account of the abundance of fish | 
and game to be found in the islands which he had left, and it was - 
decided that one of the two vessels should return, with Adthiral- 
Somers in command, to stock up with supplies and then return to.. 
Virginia where food was‘so badly needed. During the voyage the-: 
30-ton vessel encountered severe storms, and although she arrived ; 
safely, Admiral Somers died shortly afterwards. His companions, ; 
probably ignorant of the prior claim of Juan de Bermudez, named ;: 
the group the ‘‘ Somers Islands.” 

The vessel returned to Virginia. The fertility and beauty of the» 
Somers Islands induced the Virginia Company to seek an extension, 
of their charter in which they wished to include the new islands ae 
this was granted by James I. 

The first Governor, Richard Moore, arrived with 60 settlers in, 
1612, the seat of Government then being situated on Smith’s Island. ~ 
Later settlers brought the first potatoes and these have been one of,- 
the staple crops throughout the years. 1 

Some time during 1613 the Virginia Company sold their rights ; 
to a new body of adventurers who called themselves ‘‘ The Governor 
and Company of the City of London for the Plantation of the Somers - 
Islands.”’ Shortly afterwards the seat of Government was moved to. 
St. George and a number of fortifications were erected, including: 
forts at commanding points. 

A new charter was granted to the Company in 1615 by James I, - 
which included authority to form a General Assembly with powers | 
to-make laws, provided that they were in accordance with the sie 
of England. : 

Daniel Tucker became the first Governor under the new charter. 
and the land in the Colony was divided into parishes or tribes. Much. 
work was done towards clearing the ground for agricultural purposes, .. 
tobacco being the main crop. 

In 1619 the population had risen to 1,500 persons and the., 
following year saw the first General Assembly which dealt with: 
32 Bills. 

During the Commonwealth the colonists in Bermuda adopted a 
rebellious attitude, and in reprisal the Long Parliament prohibited , 
trade between the new Colonies in the Western Hemisphere and . 
England until they had sworn allegiance. 

Growing dissatisfaction by the people of Bermuda against the. 
parent Company culminated in a petition being sent to Charles II in, 
1679, praying that the existing charter be annulled and that responsi-, 
ble government be vested in the inhabitants who, by that time, 
owned most of the land which they had purchased from the Company. , 

The petition was granted in 1684 and Colonel Richard Coney was 
appointed the first Governor under the Crown which, incidentally, 
did not provide any means for the defence of the Colony. The forts fell, 
into disrepair and one of the first acts of the new legislature was to. 
raise two troops of horse. Imperial troops first arrived in 1797, beirg. 
sent from the Bahamas. 
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Under the new Constitution, much more scope was offered the 

. colonists towards furthering their own trade and shipbuilding was ac- 

" tively engaged in. A large fleet of merchantmen grew into being and the 

“ salt-carrying trade between Turks Island and ports in North America 

‘. proved of great importance. However, with the outbreak of war 

* between England and the American Colonies, Bermuda’s trade 

' suffered a major setback, especially on account of the embargo 

’ which had been placed upon trading with the revolting Colonies. A 
serious situation developed locally as the production of essential 
foodstuffs had taken second place following the discovery of the 

- lucrative business which could be found in shipbuilding and manning. 

: An agreement was then reached between certain Bermudians and the 
leaders of the American Revolution whereby the trading embargo 

- would be lifted in return for a supply of gunpowder. In August, 

' 4775, a powder magazine was broken into and 100 kegs of gunpowder 

- were stolen and placed on board an American frigate at St. George. 
This powder was eventually used against the British forces and com- 

_ pelled their evacuation of Boston in 1776. 

: In considering this deed on the part of the local inhabitants, it 
must be borne in mind that many of them had family and business 
ties with Virginia and other, American Colonies, and it was perhaps 
this close relationship and the lack of food rather than any act of 
deliberate treason against the Crown which prompted the stealing of 

' the powder. 

With the cessation of hostilities Bermuda's carrying trade 

- increased by leaps and bounds; 40 new vessels were built in 1789. 
Certain losses were caused by French privateers, but with the advent 
of the second war between Great Britain and the United States during 
1812 to 1815, Bermuda vessels were fully occupied in trading between 

- the West Indies and Newfoundland. 

As in the West Indies, slavery was permitted from the Colony’s 

_ earliest days, but following the crusade of William Wilberforce in 
England, it was abolished in Bermuda during 1834, the sum of £20 
being paid to the master of every slave freed. 

Later in the nineteenth century and following the inadpiralion of 

; Steamship services, Bermuda, in addition to enjoying a profitable 

agricultural export trade in vegetables, gradually became noted for 
its climate and charm. Slowly the tourist trade grew, many visitors 

’ coming annually to escape the rigorous North American winters and, 
as larger and faster ships were built and hotels erected, it finally 

| became the Colony’s most important business. 

Bermuda has, except between 1902 and 1913, been the head- 

+ quarters of a British fleet since 1767. 

In 1809 the Imperial Government purchased the North-Westerly 
extremity of the Colony known as Ireland Island and the following 
year preliminary operations were commenced for the establish- 

; ment of a’ Naval Dockyard. The work was first carried out by 

it slave labour under the supervision of skilled artisans from 

cncbnd 
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In 1818 a Naval Hospital was built,.and in 1819 a detachment of 
Royal Engineers was sent out to assist in the work. Convict labour 
was substituted for slave labour in 1824, and continued to be used 
until the removal of the convict station to Australia in 1863. The 
first floating dock arrived from England in 1869. It was 381 feet 
long, 124 feet broad and 74 feet deep and was the largest in the world. 
It weighed 8,200 tons and cost £250,000. This dock was replaced in 
4902 by a much superior one 545 feet long. During the second World 
War it was of inestimable service. In 1944 alone, 142 ships were 
docked in it. 


Chapter 3: Administration 


The laws of the Colony are enacted by a Legislature consisting of the 
Governor, the Legislative Council and the House of Assembly. 

The Governor is assisted by an Executive Council consisting of 
four official and three unofficial members who are appointed by the 
Crown. The Legislative Council is composed of 9 members of whom 
3 are official and 6 nominated unofficial, the Chief Justice being 
President. 

The House of Assembly is made up of 36 members, elected for a 
term of five years, four representing each of the nine parishes. The 
franchise is limited, electoral qualifications being the possession of 
freehold property of not less than £60 in value. A number of persons 
own property in several parishes, thus being entitled to vote in each 
parish in which their property is situated. Prior to 1944, only males 
were permitted to vote or seek election to the House of Assembly 
(the qualification for which is possession of freehold property exceed- 
ing £240 in value), but in that year, with the passing of the Women’s 
Suffrage Act, distinction between the sexes ceased. 

Members of the Executive Council, Legislative Council and the 
House of Assembly are paid at the rate of 16s. a day for each day’s 
attendance. 

A number of Government Departments are controlled by Execu- 
tive Boards composed of unofficials nominated by the Governor, 
with the Head of the Department acting in an advisory capacity. 
In most cases, the Chairman of a Board is a member of the House 
of Assembly. 

Hamilton was made a City by an Act of the Legislature in 1897 
and is governed by a Corporation. The water and dock facilities are 
the Corporation’s main source of revenue, although municipal taxes 
are levied. 

The town of St. George, one of the oldest continuous settlements 
in the Western Hemisphere, was founded in 1612 and remained the 
capital of the Colony until 1815. As in the case of Hamilton, munici- 
pal taxes are levied ; this right is also exercised by each of the nine 
parishes which appoint their own vestries annually. 


Chapter 4: Weights and Measures 


- Imperial standard weights and measures are used in the Colony. 


Chapter 5: Newpapers and Periodicals 


- Three newspapers are published in the Colony. 

The Royal Gazette, the oldest newspaper has a certified daily 
circulation of 6,850. It is published each morning with the exception 
of Sundays at 4d. per copy. 

The other daily newspaper, the Mid-Ocean News, is published 
each afternoon, Sundays excepted. On sale at 3d. per copy and 64d. 
on Saturdays, it has a reputed circulation of 5,000 daily and 7,500 

- on Saturdays. 

Published on Wednesdays at 3d. and Saturdays at 6d., the 

’ Recorder is read almost entirely by the coloured community. It has a 

- reputed circulation of 2,000 and 4,000 respectively. 

i A monthly magazine, the Bermudian, is produced primarily for 
- tourists. It is a well-printed periodical with articles of current local 
interest and excellent photographs, and has a large sale in the Dniced 

_ States. 
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